
Fourth Sunday of Advent
St. Benedict the Moor & St. Mary Churches Pastoral Region One   Dayton, OH

December 19, 2010


FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK

What do you know?

On Tuesday December 7, 2010 the newly formed Combined Parish Council met to discuss among other things their mode of operation.  I am glad to introduce to you the members of the Combined Parish Council of St. Mary and St. Benedict:  Rose Ebel, Lois Woods, Tim Kinney, Marvin Ingram, Ron McDonald, Les Weller, Jerry Woeste, Edina Diggs, Kay Wolff, Rosaline Osinubi, Miriam Gates, Augustine Onaghise. Theresa Vorwerck, Ed Camacho and Tony Ciani.  Rose Ebel is the Chairperson and Lois Woods is the assistant-chair.  These appointments take effect today December 19, 2010.  Each one of them was giving a responsibility as a council member to oversee as a liaison.
Rose Ebel

Finance (SM)


Lois Woods

Finance/Youth/Special Events(SB)

Tim Kinney

Social Action(SM)

Marvin Ingram 

Parish Life (SB)

Ron McDonald

Worship(SB)


Les Weller

Worship (SM)

Jerry Woeste

Evangelization(SM)

Edina Diggs

Education(SB)

Kay Wolff

Special Events(SM)

Rosaline Osinubi 
Evangelization(SB)

Miriam Gates

Social Action(SB)

Augustine Onaighise
Buildings/Facilities

Theresa Vorwerck
Youth (SM)


Ed Camacho

Education(SM)

Tony Ciani

Social Action(SM)

The Council members liaise between the parishioners and pastoral administration.  They act as advisors to the pastor who is appointed by the Archbishop as responsible for the day to day administration of the parish.  We wish them all the best.

The Archdiocese has contracted a Fund Raising firm to work with all the parishes within the Archdiocese to see how best they can raise the awareness of increasing our weekly offering.  Many parishes started off in the fall.  The kick of date for St. Mary will be January 15, 2010.  I want you to be aware that I will be working closely with this firm, Cunneen Company, and you will be receiving letters from me appealing to you to consider how you can increase you weekly giving.  Please when you receive such invitation, respond quickly as needed.  St. Benedict will have the opportunity to do so sometime in the Spring.  This will give us a break from our just ended Campaign, "pledge to Burn".  For your information I shared with those who were present at theSt. Benedict town hall meeting on Saturday that our Mortgage for the church burnt out from $1,070,000 in 2005 to barely $50,000 in 2010.   In addition you have paid down the outstanding debt of about $300,000.00 to $120,000.00.  Thanks for all your effort.  I hope that we can gradually pay off the rest of all our debt. Please see the bulletin insert for more information.  As the coming of the Lord gets closer let us be more open and receptive to the Lord.  By the way our reconciliation service at St. Mary's Church was packed with nine people in attendance and three priest present.  Hope to see you this Evening at the Sounds of Christmas at St. Benedict at 3pm. Come and enjoy yourself and get into the spirit of Christmas.

HAVE A WONDERFUL WEEK
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
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REGION ONE LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

[SB] = St. Benedict   [SM] = St. Mary  
Tues.  Dec.21   8am Mass [SM] Ed Jones
Thurs. Dec. 23  6:30pm Mass [SB] SM/SB Parishioners
Fri.      Dec. 24  4:30pm Mass [SM]  Margaret Kress,


Bill Himes, Vergene Dillow and Family, 
Arturo Capaldo, Rick Moritz

7pm Spanish Mass [SM]

Midnight Mass [SM] The Smith-Stoff Family Midnight Mass [SB] For the People of St .Benedict
Sat.      Dec. 25
  The Nativity of the Lord; Christmas

10am Mass [SB] For the People of St .Benedict
Sun.     Dec. 26

Feast of the Holy Family

9am Mass [SM] 
Karl Bustard, Mary Hone, 


Lester & Margaret Weimert
10:30 Mass [SB]For the People of St .Benedict

1:15pm Spanish Mass [SM] 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

St. Benedict: Christmas Eve December 24; Midnight

Christmas Day Mass 10am

St. Mary's: December 24; Mass: 4:30pm, 7pm Spanish Mass & Midnight

THERE IS NO MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY AT SM
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Rosemary Minor

WEEKEND COLLECTIONS Dec 12

                St. Mary          
   Weekly
$4005.00   

Goal: $4116.00
   St. Vincent
$265
   Holy Day
$274
   Ch. Raffle
$225
   Rel. Ret.
$754
   TOTAL: 
$5496.00
St. Benedict Stewardship of Treasure

Collection                   $2,823.00
Mortgage                    $    619.60

Immaculate Concep.  $    369.75

Total                           $3,812.35
A memorial gift, through a bequest in your will, 
could continue your generosity to your parish 
after your death.  Please consider naming 
St. Benedict the Moor or St. Mary.

ST. BENEDICT LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE

DECEMBER 25th – MIDNIGHT MASS – 

NATIVITY OF THE LORD  

1st Reader –  Need Volunteer  

2nd Reader – Need Volunteer

Petitions –  NEED VOLUNTEER

Extraordinary Ministers –NEED VOLUNTEERS 

 Please call Annette at 439-4623

DECEMBER 25th – CHRISTMAS DAY MASS – NATIVITY OF THE LORD

1st Reader –  Need Volunteer

2nd Reader – Need Volunteer

Petitions –  Need Volunteer

Extraordinary Ministers – NEED VOLUNTEERS

Please call Annette at 439-4623

ST. MARY LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Dec 25 - 4:30pm  Midnight Mass minsters TBA
     [S] TBA
     [L] TBA
     [E] Dolora Michel, Ginny Himes, Mary Ann Faulstick, Debbie Hoover, Callista McHenry
Dec 26 - 9:00am 
     [S] Stephen & Credo Bizimana
     [L] Julie Himes, Russ Willoughby
      [E] Steve & Tonya Epps, Helen Gorby, Don Hohne, Heather Fullenkamp, Gene Schamel, Sue Brickner
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FlowerS for THE Altar at
St. Benedict

If you will like to acknowledge a special anniversary or memorial, flowers are a wonderful way to commemorate the special occasion.  An order of flowers from the florist is $25.00.  If you have any questions, please contact Janice Montague or Naomi Underwood, or you may call St. Benedict at 937-268-6697.
TAKE TEN & CONNECT
With God & With Others Your Faith & Daily Life
Spend 10 minutes reflecting on God’s Word
Next Sunday’s scripture: Isaiah 9: 1-6;
Titus 2: 11-14; Luke 2: 1-14

Christ came to us a child.  When has a child had an impact on your life?

What are the things you do to make celebrating Christmas more meaningful than just merry-making?

How do you share the joy of Christmas with others?
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PRAY FOR OUR PARISH 
MILITARY MEMBERS
TSgt Timothy Scott Marcum, USAF; SSgt Justin Bentley, USAF; SrA Matthew Bauer, USAF; CPT Brian Hargis, USArmy; SSG Lynn Jones, USArmy; Saundra Ann Morrell, USN; Ronald Morrell Pruitt, USArmy, Capt. Andrew J. Konicki, USMC.; SSgt Christopher DeWitt, USAF, Sgt Alex Zavakas, USArmy, SSG Bill Himes USArmy; PFC Michael V. Jackson, USArmy, PVT Corey Taylor, USArmy, LT Col Ryan Jonathan Logan, USN. 
SFC Joshua Lewis, US Army
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      PRAY FOR OUR BELOVED SICK of SB
  In our prayers, let us remember those in need      

of the Lord’s healing mercy, especially: Esmere Montgomery, Mary Rowe, Dante Miller, Andrew Lewis, George Allen, Jr., Jim Mudd, Jackie Bristow, Mary Jackson, Bob Shrivers, Angelina Martin, Brenda Lewis, Grace Washington, William Glover, Beverly Bailey, Jean Long, Mae Wilkerson, Kenneth Bronston, Zadie Buckner, Kathleen Dunn, Mildred Morrell, Henry O’Neal, Lacy Winburn, Janet Anderson, Mary Helen Spanish, Ruby Hobbs, Janis Lowery, Chuck Dewitt, Valerie Smith, Loure Hayes, Minnie Hollis, Irene Hayes
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS


Join the East End Community' Center's Festival of Lights on Dec. 20 & 21, 700 Xenia Ave. from 6:30-8:30pm.  There will be an indoor puppet play (Los Posadas) honoring the Hispanic Tradition and a production of Sahara, the Light, an outdoor event - so please dress warmly.  There will be food, hot beverages and lots of fun.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  
THANK YOU

Sunday December 12,was the last day of Sunday school at St. Benedict for 2010.  We continued our theme of Advent and preparing for Baby Jesus birth.  Camille came in to observe.  She did a reading for us and participated in the discussion of the readings.  Sharon and Paula were also present.  Patience was also a key theme for the day.  The children gave examples of being patient and what it meant when John the Baptist sent people to ask Jesus if he was the one.  We discussed the signs and how John was the true meaning of Advent because he 'prepared the way' for the Lord.  The children worked on an activity which showed how Mary and Joseph got to the city of Bethlehem.  We followed up with snacks and a parting Christmas gift for each one of the students present.  We will start back up on January 9th 2011.  We encourage parents to send their kids to this teaching since it is very enriching for the children.  What is preached during mass is more geared towards the Adults. Thanks to the teachers who support the program.

2010 TAX STATEMENTS


It's never too soon to start thinking about your 2010 taxes.  For those who request them, we will be glad to provide you with a statement of your contributions.  Just fill out the information below and either mail it to the parish office, or drop it in the collection.  We will begin sending out the requested information AFTER the first of the year.

NAME:_______________________________
ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________

2010 ENVELOPE NUMBER:_______
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The Week Ahead




THIS WEEK'S EVENTS PASTORAL REGION ONE:

[SB] = St. Benedict; [SM] = St. Mary

Mon.  12/20
Prayer mtg.11am [SB] 

Fellowship of Work 7pm [SM]
Tue.    12/21
Dancercise 6pm [SB]


Choir practice 7pm [SM]

Wed. 12/22
Bible Study 7pm [SB]
Thurs. 12/23
Bible Study 10am [SMC]
Sun.  12/26
St. Mary Open House 3-6pm
Mon 12/27-Wed. 12/29 St. Mary Open House 6-8pm
ST. MARY CAPITOL IMPROVEMENT NEWS

A few months ago we ran a bulletin article in regards to the possibility of refurbishing our church bells at St. Mary.  Since that time the Verdin Bell Company has been here twice to repair the bells.  Good News!!!  The large and small bells have both been restored using a stationary striker.  This gives us a two bell peal which will be used for the Angelus, Mass Bells and Funeral toll.  The Angelus clock in the sacristy has also been replaced with an automatic digital bell controller.  

Look for the YELLOW envelopes for your capitol improvement donations to help defray the cost of this repair.
ST. MARY CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
WINNERS


Congratulations to the winners of the St. Mary Christmas Raffle.  Top prize of $1000 goes to Teresa Ross; second prize of $500 goes to Sandy Moritz and third prize of $250 goes to Elmer Bruns.  Thanks to all who purchased tickets.  All proceeds from the raffle go to the general opering expenses of St. Mary Church.

ST. MARY CHRISTMAS CRIB

This Monday is the LAST day for the assembly of our Christmas Creche.  We need all able bodied volunteers to come and help finish the project!!
MEMBERSHIP IN OUR PARISHES

A “Hearty Welcome” to all new members.  Please call the church offices 268-6697 (St. Benedict) or 256-5633 

(St. Mary) to register.  Please notify the offices when moving or of any change in address. 
 STEWARDSHIP AND 
THE SUNDAY READINGS

Not all David’s descendants were rich or prominent. Among them was a humble but righteous carpenter of Nazareth named Joseph, and God, whose ways are not our ways (Is 55:8), chose him to be the foster father of his Incarnate Son. 

And thus it was that St. Paul, centuries later, could write to the Romans (1:3) to explain the gospel of Jesus Christ, who was “descended from David according to the flesh.”  God’s promises are true, and he is faithful to them!  And we who four Sundays ago celebrated the Solemnity of Christ the King know that indeed the reign of Jesus, the son of David, is eternal.


The challenge Joseph faced was a matter of trust.  He was distressed when he learned his betrothed was pregnant with a baby he knew was not his, but he passed his test with flying colors when he accepted his role in God’s plan.


The challenges we face as stewards are also matters of trust.  Do you trust God enough to use your financial resources and other material treasures as you think God wants you to use them?  Do you trust that he will provide you with what is sufficient if you do so?


Or do you trust God enough to use the talents he has given you for his glory and the service of his Church rather than for your own satisfaction alone?  And what about your time?  Do you trust God that if you make your relationship with him primary, and so spend time in worship and prayer, that you’ll still have enough time for your other duties?


For, ultimately, trusting in worldly power, prestige, and riches will bring disappointment and failure.  God can provide greater security, but it requires willingness to put our trust in him.

ST. MARY 2011 COLLECTION ENVELOPES

The envelopes this year are NEW!!  They have a blue border.  We are now combined into one parish family and we have one set of envelopes.  Everyone has a new number.  The envelopes are set out in alphabetical order.  Just look for your name.  If you had envelopes last year at Holy Family or St. Mary, you have them again this year.  Please look carefully!!  


If and ONLY if you didn't have 2010 envelopes, please take an unassigned box and leave your information on the sheet.  If you have questions, call the parish office.

PLEASE do not use these envelopes prior to 1/1/11!!!!!  Please do not use your 2010 envelopes after 12/26/2010!!!

[image: image8.wmf]PRAY FOR HER
Ethel Hall from St. Benedict passed away recently.  We know with our faith that the good Lord will grant her eternal rest.  Our thoughts and prayers are with her friends and family. 

FORUM ON RACE
Don't forget to register now for the Forum on Race, co-sponsored by the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and the University of Dayton.  All Are Welcome? Race in the Church Today, to be held on the UD campus January 28-29, is designed to assist parents, young adults, clergy, parish staffs, school and university staffs in identifying the subtleties of racism and to empower them to be more open to the transforming power of God to change hearts.  It is through this conversion that all of God’s people put into action the commandment to love one another.  In this love, we learn to appreciate our differences of culture, language and socio-economic status. For more information and to register, visit: www.catholiccincinnati.org/africanamericanministries

FLOWERS FOR ST. MARY SHUT IN'S


Can you take just a moment of your time to brighten the holidays for our St. Mary parishioner shut in's?  We have poinsettias for them and ask you if you can deliver one or two to those in your area.  They are in the working sacristy at St. Mary, along with the list of who they go to and where.  Please stop in after Mass TODAY and make someone's day brighter.
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 PRAYER LINES: SB & SM T. BEN
Both parishes have a Prayer Line.  To request special prayers -   SB: contact the Parish Office @ 268-6697 or email  us at sajares@yahoo.com. The Holy Spirit Prayer Group will pray for your intentions.  The Group meets on every Monday at 11am
  SM: contact the Parish Office @256-5633 with your request.  It will be added to our Prayer Line.
IN THE NURSING HOME/ASSISTED LIVING

FROM ST. BENEDICT PARISH

            
Eddie Weaver
             
      Mary Scott
Lucille Donaldson               Wood Glenn

Lavonne Barker

      Mary Scott

Mary Paschal

      Livingston Care Center

             Lillian Allen

      Maria Joseph 


Marjorie Ivy

      Carriage Inn of Dayton
[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.png]


















