
Second Sunday of Advent
St. Benedict the Moor & St. Mary Churches Pastoral Region One   Dayton, OH

December 5, 2010


FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK

Prepare ye the way

 I don't know how many of you are familiar with the roads to Camden in the Gratis area where I have another parish.  It is about thirty miles from St. Benedict Church but it takes at least forty minutes for me to make it when I am really driving; whereas Cincinnati, which is about fifty six miles away, only takes me about forty-five minutes to make it.  The journey to Camden is full of curves and hills on country roads.  That consumes time and needs extra care whereas the route to Cincinnati is a straight shot.

Today’s gospel reading urges us to prepare the way of the Lord, level all the mountains and making his paths smooth and straight.  Most of us like a better road, because it is comfortable to be on a good road and a good road cuts down mileage and speeds up our journey.  What are the pot-holes in your life that you need to fill up? What are the mountains in your life that you need to level to speed up the Lord's coming?  What are the curvy areas in your spiritual journey that you need to straighten up?

If somebody important is coming to your house, you take your whole day to clean up and tidy up  -  inside and outside of your house.  What are the dusty areas of your life and the areas of tall grass that you need to clear?  Christ is coming but how are you going to receive him?  Advent is the time of preparation; a time we prepare awaiting for both his first and second coming.  Let the readings today help us and give us the directions to meet him in the proper way.

************************************* 
YOUTH MINISTRY
There will be a meeting THIS Sunday December 5, 2010 at 12pm at St Benedict for all who are interested in helping with youth ministry in St. Mary’s and St. Benedict. Please come and help in this wonderful ministry. Let the little children come unto me for such are these that will inherit the Kingdom 

ENJOY YOUR WEEK
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REGION ONE LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

[SB] = St. Benedict   [SM] = St. Mary  
Tues.  Dec.7   8am Mass [SM] SM/SB Parishioners
Wed.  Dec. 8  8am Mass [SM] SM/SB Parishioners

           6:30pm Mass [SB] SM/SB Parishioners
Thurs. Dec. 9  6:30pm Mass [SB] SM/SB Parishioners
Fri.      Dec. 10  8am Mass [SM] SM/SB Parishioners
Sat.      Dec. 11

3rd Sunday of Advent

3:45pm Confessions & 4:30pm Mass [SM] 



Sr. Melitta Barga, CPP S

7:00pm [SM] Spanish Prayer Service
Sun.     Dec. 12

8:30am Confessions & 9am Mass [SM] 

Dan McQuality, Mary Rita Sims, Patrick McCarthy, Nancy & Nathan Kellermeier, 1st Wd. Anniv.,
Kathy & Bipin Pn
10:30 Mass [SB]For the People of St .Benedict

1:15pm Spanish Mass [SM] 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

St. Benedict: Christmas Eve December 24; Midnight

Christmas Day Mass 10am

St. Mary's: December 24; Mass: 4:30pm & Midnight

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION


Wednesday, Dec. 8 is a Holy Day of Obligation.  Masses will be at St. Mary at 8am and St. Benedict at 6:30pm.

STRUGGLING WITH SEPARATION 

OR DIVORCE

"Surviving the Holidays" is a seminar presented by the DivorceCare ministry at St. Francis of Assisi Parish,

6245 Wilmington Pike in Centerville. It will be held from 8-9 PM, Thursday, Dec. 9 in our St. Clare meeting room.  If you are struggling with separation or divorce this free seminar is designed to help you get through the upcoming holidays.   If you would like more information, call Rita Nieport at 435-9246.

WELCOME BACK SR. MARIA STACY.
WEEKEND COLLECTIONS Nov 21 & Nov. 28

                St. Mary          
   Weekly
$2736   

$2320 
Goal: $4116.00
   St. Vincent
$45

$$25
   Human Dev.
$452.79

$327
   Door Repair
$251

$105
   Candles
$52

   Ch. Raffle
$750

$350
   Ch, Flowers 


$295

   Rent



$150

   CD Sales
$70

   TOTAL: 
$4356.79
$3635.00
St. Benedict Stewardship of Treasure
     Weekly        $3507.75             $2475.30
     Mortgage     $545.00               $421.00

     SVDP          $377.00

        TOTAL:  $4429.75              $2896.30
A memorial gift, through a bequest in your will, 
could continue your generosity to your parish 
after your death.  Please consider naming 
St. Benedict the Moor or St. Mary.

ST. BENEDICT LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE

DECEMBER 5TH  – 2ND  SUNDAY OF ADVENT

1st Reader – YOUTH GROUP

2nd Reader – YOUTH GROUP

Petitions – YOUTH GROUP

Extraordinary Ministers – Juanita Newell, Mary Barker, Janis Lowery, Rose Williams  (R);  Edna Diggs, Pat DeWitt, Emmett Orr, Susan Smith (L)

DECEMBER 12TH  - 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

1st Reader – Jerome Johnson

2nd Reader – Pat DeWitt

Petitions  - Tom Hall

Extraordinary  Ministers – Maxine Brooks, Sharon Hairston, Marilyn Armstrong, Jessie Campbell (R);Kim Brown, Joan Kline, Victor O’Basuyi, Mary O’Basuyi (L)

ST. MARY LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Server[S], Lector [L], Eucharistic Minister [E]
Dec 11 - 4:30pm 
     [S] Jerry Moorman
     [L] Sr. Rose, Ginny Himes
     [E] Joe & Bobbie Dues, Barb Wallbrown, Max Meyer, Mike Snyder
Dec 12 - 9:00am 
     [S] Steve & Tonya Epps
     [L] Steve Epps, Helen Saluke
      [E] Mark Bertolo, Lois DeShayes, Sandy Moritz, Rodi Brun, Peggy Falkowski, Elmer Bruns, Eileen Kibler, Luella McQuality, Joann Svellinger
TAKE TEN & CONNECT
With God & With Others Your Faith & Daily Life
Spend 10 minutes reflecting on God’s Word
Next Sunday’s scripture: Isaiah 35: 1-6, 10
James 5:7-10; Matthew 11: 2-11

What obstacles do you have in your life that keep you from following Christ today?  Describe an experience in your life when you removed an obstacle.

Relate an experience when it was easy for you to recognize God in a person, situation or event, and another when it was difficult.
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PRAY FOR OUR PARISH 
MILITARY MEMBERS
TSgt Timothy Scott Marcum, USAF; SSgt Justin Bentley, USAF; SrA Matthew Bauer, USAF; CPT Brian Hargis, USArmy; SSG Lynn Jones, USArmy; Saundra Ann Morrell, USN; Ronald Morrell Pruitt, USArmy, Capt. Andrew J. Konicki, USMC.; SSgt Christopher DeWitt, USAF, Sgt Alex Zavakas, USArmy, SSG Bill Himes USArmy; PFC Michael V. Jackson, USArmy, PVT Corey Taylor, USArmy, LT Col Ryan Jonathan Logan, USN. Sgt 1CL Joshua Lewis, US Army
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      PRAY FOR OUR BELOVED SICK of SB
In our prayers, let us remember those in need      

of the Lord’s healing mercy, especially: Esmere Montgomery, Mary Rowe, Dante Miller, Andrew Lewis, George Allen, Jr., Jim Mudd, Jackie Bristow, Mary Jackson, Bob Shrivers, Angelina Martin, Brenda Lewis, Grace Washington, William Glover, Beverly Bailey, Jean Long, Mae Wilkerson, Kenneth Bronston, Zadie Buckner, Kathleen Dunn, Mildred Morrell, Henry O’Neal, Ethel Hall, Lacy Winburn, Janet Anderson, Mary Helen Spanish, Ruby Hobbs, Janis Lowery, Chuck Dewitt, Valerie Smith, Loure Hayes, Minnie Hollis, Irene Hayes, Marsha Dunn, Betty Jones, Alice Coley, Phyllis Coley, Cynthia Tompkins, Elizabeth Lawson, Coya Mobley.
WE NEED YOU

Do you have a few hours a week/month that you can spare to help those in need in the St. Mary area?  The St. Mary food pantry is in need of workers on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9 til 11:45am.  You can volunteer for as many or as few hours as you can spare.  Please contact the parish office or stop in the pantry in the St. Mary Center on Tue. or Thurs mornings.  Thank  you.
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FlowerS for THE Altar at
St. Benedict

If you will like to acknowledge a special anniversary or memorial, flowers are a wonderful way to commemorate the special occasion.  An order of flowers from the florist is $25.00.  If you have any questions, please contact Janice Montague or Naomi Underwood, or you may call St. Benedict at 937-268-6697.
CHRISTMAS CARING TREE 2010


We are so grateful that ALL the hearts have been taken, ALL of our families have been adopted.  Don't forget that NEXT SUNDAY Dec. 12 is the deadline to bring back your wrapped Christmas gift WITH THE HEART ATTACHED TO IT!!  


We still are in need of $10 Kroger Gift Cards.  You can purchase a card/cards as a donation to the project and drop them in the collection or bring them to the parish office.  

ST MARY ST. ANN NEWS


The St. Ann Society Christmas Dinner/meeting is Wednesday Dec. 15 at 6pm in the St. Mary Center.  There is a Pot-Luck Dinner and an optional $5 gift exchange. 
All ladies of the parish are welcome to come.
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Remember in your prayers , Sarino Mobley from St. Benedict.  May he soul and all the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy ofGod, rest in peace.

COMBINED PENANCE SERVICE

There is a combined Penance Service for the people of St. Benedict and St. Mary on Monday, December 13, 7pm at St. Mary Church.  

FLOWERS FOR ST. MARY SHUT IN'S


Can you take just a moment of your time to brighten the holidays for our St. Mary parishioner shut in's?  We have poinsettias for them and ask you if you can deliver one or two to those in your area.  They are in the working sacristy at St. Mary, along with the list of who they go to and where.  Please stop in after Mass this weekend and make someone's day brighter.
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The Week Ahead




THIS WEEK'S EVENTS PASTORAL REGION ONE:

[SB] = St. Benedict; [SM] = St. Mary

Mon.  12/6
Prayer mtg.11am [SB]

Fellowship of Work 7pm [SMhall]

Tue.    12/7
Dancercise 6pm [SB]


Spanish Dance Class 6pm [SMC]


Choir practice 7pm [SM]


Combined Parish council 7pm [SB]
Wed.  12/8
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

Thurs. 12/9
Bible Study 10am [SMC]

Spanish Dance Class 6pm [SMC]

Fri.  12/10
SM Christmas Raffle Drawing

Sat. 12/11
Spanich Prayer Service 7pm [SM]
Sun.  12/5
Bible Study 10am [SMC]

Final turni in Caring Tree gifts[SMC]

Our Lady of Guadelupe celebration


2:30pm [SM Hall].  All are welcome!
ST. MARY DOOR PROJECT
The Door Repair Project at St. Mary is in the final stages.  We are only $131 from reaching our goal.  Please use the DOOR REPAIR PROJECT white envelopes located in the back of church.  

If we have 8 people donate $16.38 each, we can pay off the doors NOW!!!!!!!!
KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS #3730
Thanks to those who support our dinners and who contribute to the Immaculate Conception Food Pantry.  We will continue to collect hygiene and household products instead of food items this year. NO DECEMBER DINNER.  Our next dinner will be January 15, 2011. See you there!

CARDS, ANYONE???
St. Anthony's Pinochle League is currently looking for a couple of teams to fill out our roster.   No need to be a member of St. Anthony's to join.   In fact, Bill & Mary Saluke are long-time members of our league.  We have a great time playing a different team each month.   Interested?   Questions?   More information?  Call Monica Wirick @ 256-6575.

ST. MARY CHRISTMAS CRIB

There will be NO Christmas Crib construction on Mon., Dec. 13.  We will be working on Wed., Dec. 15 instead.  Again, we invite all able bodied volunteers to come and work on this Christmas project.
STEWARDSHIP AND 
THE SUNDAY READINGS


It’s a glorious picture that the prophet Isaiah describes in the eleventh chapter of his book – all people will be treated with justice, wild animals will live with each other and with humans in peace, all mankind will serve the one true God. This happy state will be brought to pass by the Messiah, the Anointed One who will be filled with God’s spirit.


St. Paul, in Romans 15, urges Christians to think in harmony with each other, in union with Christ, so that with “one voice” we glorify God the Father.  He tells us to welcome others into the Church, as we have been welcomed, so all peoples, Jews and Gentiles alike, will join in the worship of God.


But that’s just not what we see when we look around us. The world is filled with conflict, cruelty, and injustice.  Humanity is not yet united in worship of the one true God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Why does the world still see so much conflict two thousand years after the coming of Jesus, the long-anticipated Messiah?  The short answer: It’s because we have not yet taken to heart the message of St. John the Baptist that we hear in today’s reading from Matthew 3.


John the Baptist’s message was one we still need to hear. “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”  The core of John’s message is packed into the word “repent,” a word many people misunderstand.  The biblical meaning of “repent” is to turn from wrongdoing and to amend your life, to go in a new direction following the path God wants you to. Repentance can include remorse for the wrong one has done, but the key concept is a change of behavior from evil toward the right. 

All of us, in one way or another, need repentance. We, too, need to repent and produce good fruit.  This Advent, the beginning of a new year liturgically, is a good time to examine the way we carry out our stewardship.  For all Christian disciples, like it or not, are stewards. The only question is whether we’re good ones or bad ones.


Repentance has to come before consolation.  Does the way we use our time show evidence of our repentance?  How about the use of our talent?  And our use of the treasure God has entrusted to us?


We may complain that this seems too hard.  It’s too much to ask us to change the way we spend our time and our treasure and how we share our talent, especially during the holiday season.  Repentance is the only way to get from where we are to what God intends the world to be. 

Besides, what choice do we have?  The kingdom of God is at hand.  And the King “will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  Are we ready for him to make his decision about us?

PLASTIC BAGS

We are NO LONGER collecting plastic grocery bags at St. Mary.  Thank you for your participation in this MQoP project.
.
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MEMBERSHIP IN OUR PARISHES

A “Hearty Welcome” to all new members.  Please call the church offices 268-6697 (St. Benedict) or 256-5633 

(St. Mary) to register.  Please notify the offices when moving or of any change in address. 
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 PRAYER LINES: SB & SM T. BEN
All three of our parishes have a Prayer Line.
To request special prayers -
  SB: contact the Parish Office @ 268-6697 or email 
us at sajares@yahoo.com. The Holy Spirit Prayer Group will pray for your intentions.  The Group meets on every Monday at 11am
  SM: contact the Parish Office @256-5633 with your request.  It will be added to our Prayer Line.
IN THE NURSING HOME/ASSISTED LIVING

FROM ST. BENEDICT PARISH

            
Eddie Weaver
             
      Mary Scott
Lucille Donaldson               Wood Glenn

Lavonne Barker

      Mary Scott

Mary Paschal

      Livingston Care Center

             Lillian Allen

      Maria Joseph 


Marjorie Ivy

      Carriage Inn of Dayton
ST MARY CHURCH CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

[image: image9.jpg]C
\
b





How would you like an extra $1000 for Christmas?  That's the Grand Prize in the 2010 St. Mary Christmas Raffle.  Tickets are available NOW for $25 each.  Only 300 will be sold.  Our second prize is $500 and third prize is $250.  The drawing will be on Fri. December 10.


This is a fundraiser for St. Mary and we need your support















